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Abstract

Fact-finding committees play a crucial role in international criminal procedures by establishing the
factual foundation necessary for legal judgments and accountability. These committees are typi-
cally authorized by international criminal court, to investigate claims of serious violations of inter-
national criminal law. Their key objectives include facilitating the peaceful resolution of disputes
between states, overseeing the implementation of international agreements, and providing critical
information for global decision-making. The credibility and effectiveness of these committees de-
pend on the clarity of their mandates, the neutrality of their investigations, and the rigor of their
methodologies. By delivering an independent and objective evaluation of facts, they contribute to
upholding international legal standards and advancing justice. Their findings can lead to the pros-
ecution of individuals responsible for severe violations of international law, thereby strengthening
the principles of accountability and deterrence.

Furthermore, these committees often operate in complex and challenging environments, requiring
a high level of expertise and adaptability to navigate political sensitivities while maintaining the
integrity of their investigations. Ultimately, fact-finding committees are essential in the ongoing
pursuit of truth and justice within the international legal framework
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21. CDF Transcript, Sept. 2006 ,27,at22; AFRC Transcript, Mar. 2005 ,8,at18-17;AFRCTran script,
July 2005 ,5, at64; AFRC Transcript, July 2005 ,7, at 28; AFRC Transcript, July 2005 ,13, at48;
Prosecution v. Sesay et al., Case No. SCSL-15-04-T, Transcript, July 2004 ,27, at 56 [hereinafter
RUF Transcript]; Prosecutor v. Joao Franca da Silva et al., Judicial Sys tem Monitoring
Programme, Case Notes, Oct. 2002 ,22 (on file with author) [hereinafter Lolotoe Case Notes].
Sometimes witnesses will know their approximate age, but not their birthdates. Lolotoe Case
Notes, May 2002 ,8,at6; RUF Transcript, July 2004 ,28,at4;AFRC Transcript, July 2005 ,26, at
87.Andefforts tohelpLolotoe witness Amelia Belo approx imate her date of birth by tying it to
significant world events such as World War Il or the Japanese invasion revealed only that the

witness knewnothingofWorldWarllortheJapanese
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22. nvasion. Lolotoe Case Notes, Oct. 2002 ,22,at6. See also CDF Transcript, Nov. 2004 ,4,at 24-23
(witness unable to estimate the age of another); Prosecutor v. Kajelijeli, Case No. ICTR 44-98A-

T, Transcript, Dec. 2001 ,7, at43 (witness appeared unable to do the subtraction necessary to
ascertain how old her daughter was) [hereinafter Kajelijeli Transcript]; AFRC Transcript, July ,13
2005,at48 (witness unable to say how old she was when she was captured); AFRC Transcript, July
2005 ,14, at51 (witness unable to say how old she was when rebels attacked in 1997); Prosecutor v.
Taylor, Case No. SCSL-01-2003-T, Transcript, May 2008 ,12, at 34-9533 (witness unable to say how
old he was when he started school) [hereinafter Taylor Transcript].

23. Kyra Sanin, U.C. Berkeley War Crimes Studies Center, Special Court Monitoring Program,
Update No. 57,0ct.2005 ,5,at4.

24. Prosecutor v. Joni Marques et al., Judicial System Monitoring Programme, Case Notes, Sept.
2001 ,19,at213 (on file with author) [hereinafter Los Palos Case Notes].

25. RUF Transcript, July 2004 ,13,at37. See also RUF Transcript, July 2004 ,22,at44 (Witness TF-1
331 not able to say in what District or Chiefdom she was born)

26. CDF Transcript,Junel6,2004,at25; see also AFRC Transcript,Apr.15,2005,at36(witness does
notknowwhoruledSierraLeonebeforePresidentKabbahcameintopower);RUFTranscript, July ,27
2004,at54 (witness knew that Kabbah had been elected at some point but not whether he was in
power during the relevant time).

27. RUF Transcript, July 2004 ,21, at 11 ,3-2;RUFTranscript,Oct. 2004 ,21, at 22-21 ,8;RUF
Transcript, Jan. 2005 ,13,at97-94;RUFTranscript,Mar.2006 ,17,at79; CDF Transcript, June ,21
2004,at55-54; Taylor Transcript, Apr. 2008 ,8,at6966; Taylor Transcript, Apr. 2008 ,9,at 7052 ,7017;
Taylor Transcript, Apr. 2008 ,14,at7388;CDFTranscript,Sept.2004 ,14,at160;CDF Transcript, Nov. ,8
2004,at44 ,25-24 ,17;CDFTranscript,Nov.2004 ,12,at4; CDF Transcript, Nov. 2004 ,16,at46; AFRC
Transcript, Apr. 2005 ,8,at20; AFRC Transcript, June 2005 ,30,at 99-97 ,83-82; AFRC Transcript,=

\Vve




58 Cital)

A3l gal) Agilial) cilg) aY) (B Filal) sl lad ) ga

Jile o8 Ll 1580 Gaa 8 3
daidla jf B gy 5 o) agial) o
Slg) ) L;i )l g dlaly) e Ao

UM aSlal)

2 Lamula 1793 dgalad) 3 dld) gaig

2 Al 5 A gal) Auilind) el )
a5 JNA a eyl gal) Ayilind) AaSaal)
LS Bataa 485 Jilea (4 Al 555
Al ) Gl 3 S dlia cld (985 La
A Jady O Sy Ama go Jall Ayl gl
‘w‘ Slaaddl C)—AR-I—MI‘JE\_CW
Ay Sl g Ailind) o glad) L B ey
Ot L i g o mal )l Jndaill g ccuall g
GSliay Gl oo jmdll (1S 3) o glal)
WY ‘“,J caaiia &) lgay 48 2a
Ol SR Y Baclaua amaii Lol
5 yaiiiia ) il ana8S LA (ya daSaall
Lalia YY) Uil g Aalal) 4030
Jfia A liay ¥ (ol daalg oS3 Y a8
OSay ‘dl_:'\.d‘ d:\:\_u U—b _3)_2\5.“ oda
oamaad) A Jolas o udld) ual) p) dd
Ayl £ omia G dliaaial) (g 99l
3929 Sy g Gmalaianall Bliad) agaat
Badaa dlaal gl ad) gag b G Ala
§ Smnd) aaail) £ mdd (Say (Jially g
Lo agaadtl AN 9 4 Ul dAalul) (asd
QL) (B aaddi) A8 Cma S (IS 1)
pll udhal) b ) il Sy g Ay 2
dapds of 5L3 6N i i dada ¢
dglaally cudal ) clbaY) gaay
ald i lagdaal cld e La ga g
Clalgh) o (g gdali ) LLall)
SRl Al ol ) gl ety
(=0 Apalad) A1 A alAY) daddl) (ass

ralad) 5 pal) (Ll
sla La o dgalall 540 o LaS
aba) AL e (V/19) Balally
AaSaall (i) Z._AJAS\ a—)—!\-'\e-“ AaSaall
H.ﬁ 9 e@.’:’\dl.g_&] s o) i slediuly
Floia g) ilhy el sl Al JBS

AL Ga (01) 9 (0 +) Olialall Leal
e o A gal) Jaad) Aasaad )
A8 o) ) Al o)l Alaiaa) ALl
cle) 1) 8 Juall) b aslud Al )
A sl
o 3 gall gl (pma iy 1)
= g 1B e Aalad) B ) o)
Ao alal asadiag e ol Lgadly
b (il a5t (g i el g Al
A g pal) dpilly (3as 880 dale
gl plzae) gl Bloalll dllay ¥ il g
Al ) (g La pasit 481Kt 5 a8l
Bl
ol 8 A0 Jed asan
Cmia i) g (o 9ilE il Al gl dgiliad)
Clp) Yl s gy mbuall) La g aldai 3
@A'A. (ddaa MJ A :\_.\AL«AA.“ :\J-\;}“J
) g Sl Yl as) B e (Y)Y 2
LY apan ampil! Aalad) Lasaal) Gy
Gia daatl Ay A aSaall d_adial)
(79) Balall alsaly Lah g Lgd g8 5 Lghalys )
Balall ol gig i) Lag ) AL (i
G ¢ Sl JSiy Jgil) pilaa (£)19
13 813 Y e ¢y 9 Jlal) () e
LaS ) 2 e gd g dpuailly Al
JEe ) G JAL o AaSaal) o
Jo=d O 1Y Gilial)l i Ladis

=July 2005 ,7,at13-112 ,102; AFRC Transcript, July 2005 ,14,at 49 ,42-41; AFRC Transcript, Sept.

2005 ,15,at68; AFRC Transcript, Sept. 2005 ,19,at62.

\va

Al sl 2 liad) el bl Lo gy allas YA




(TY) 2l ¥ ¥ ARl Add) dpalanad) aglall g ¢ giLaY) 43S Alaa

dant e ) Ja o La LIS 5 Lgalga
(i all g (3l gl (pma ABlid g1 g
ALl g Apa gSal) dpaa ) g BT Jlia
el g daaldll algall s b jalaall
ddlall @l gAY AWy (3 gl
ladall g 3 5g—ddl pma OB ¢ )9
Ailase i) sy ¢omminal) 31 841 g
Ll L) Sl ccia plaall pmaa (2 ]
do—aall «gbsall (8 Glailly aly
£3589 o 33 () ad) gall pdilia agd o
O Ailiad) A0y aan g tlgd cilslgany)
a8 ) il g gl LSl (o
=l Glad addiad can) Jia Jy

sadl) da gia cila glaall Ly asild gl
Jlad 1) Jady g Lgibingla (e 5 328
iadly, dila 4 g_é)l\ 6 g=iaal)
Sl i) il g u_!s <l jldial) JJA
cus=ally ¢ gmadll alliay (—slaiay)
Gl il iliadl) | gl aladin) oo S
Alaiey) usay g, ) pmaY) Al g Cilaal)
e giiall jalaall ol o Ay jiall
Al )l bl Lasww Y cciloaglzall
d—:\ﬁ ‘L:&ghl\ g.i Jd_aa.A.“ h‘gﬁ-ﬁ\
by e Bl (adAL ) ciloagia
La @ 8 és_“ (Eamaall g_dé)l\ and)
il glaal) (a AL ClgaS ) gmiaa s
O (@-8a0lh (31 Glgaad il )
T s Al Lgte g o) gal) AN daua

5l Cital)

gsby ddlaia) Jols ) Baly ) o Lgs 8
Al 8 e 3l Jae Ada
A gal) Ailind) A aSaal) Blaab eia)
Y e ()9 Al Ay ) Al
) aY) PR A jay agalal dasial)
Q9”7 plhuan jedy B mdd) L1 Jady g
G ) Ay g Aalill (e “AaY)
L) o gty Al Lgtidlaaa
Ll il baraa Adda 40 o) el )
il alial) ()9 gt 2o Auailly
) A sl ageall (¢ gl AL Balg
= At gal) Auilial) dagaal) Blad ¢
dadly g1 (o ) gty LOdAY (e 3la
S () g ey Jo (AL JSly il
Lo il AaY) dadd apaat (85l
PUDATPT LW X PR P RO
Al Lgilay Lgidlaal  gofal
) apan o gl (B Adlaay) Lgte L)
) Al fase aa) Aadial) 5 -AY)
Ailal) Aland) 8 A g0 3 a4
BBl (p&ay ) (A gal) Auilial) daSaall

Sy A U psan sl (e
Sl
laglaal) an 1 AN £ 8L

ic gana g-laall (=l Glad aadid
Glp) maYly cloagiall e A siia
lal cld sy clagial aasd

29. Elements of Crimes, International Criminal Court, the link:
( https:/lwww.icc-cpi.int/sites/default/files/Publications/Elements-of-Crimes.pdf), Accessed at

(2025/412).

30. Types of Evidence Before the International Criminal Court, ((https://ijjop.net/index.php/mlu/
article/download/22 4073/1876/2119((, Accessed at (2025/4/2).
Witnesses - | International Criminal Court, ))https://www.icc-cpi.int/about/witnesses((, Accessed at

(2025/412).

31. Grave Crimes and Weak Evidence: A Fact-finding Evolution in International Criminal Law,
(https://journals.law.harvard.edulilj/wp-content/uploads/sites/84/HLI104_crop.pdf), Accessed at
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