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Abstract

Pre-election political surveillance of candidates is considered one of the essential legal mechanisms to ensure
the integrity of the electoral process and protect the democratic system from abuses and violations. This
research focuses on studying the relationship between pre-election political surveillance and other types of
surveillance (such as legal and security surveillance), and its impact on the legal status of candidates, with an
analysis of the relationship between pre-election surveillance and subsequent surveillance. The main question
the research attempts to answer is: How does pre-election political surveillance, alongside other types of
surveillance, affect the integrity of the electoral process and the legal status of candidates in Iraq? A descrip-
tive-analytical research method was used to address the topic. In the descriptive part, information was collect-
ed from Iraqi laws, such as the Election Law No. 9 of 2020, and applicable surveillance regulations, along with
an analysis of legal texts governing pre-election surveillance of candidates. In the analytical part, the impacts
of pre-election surveillance on the legitimacy of elections and fairness of competition were evaluated, with a
focus on studying the integration of pre-election and post-election surveillance, as well as the role of political
surveillance exercised by political parties and organizational structures and its impact on the electoral scene.
The main findings indicate that pre-election political surveillance contributes to enhancing the integrity of elec-
tions, but faces challenges such as accusations of politicization or abuse of power. Post-election surveillance
is considered complementary to ensure the handling of violations that may be missed by pre-election surveil-
lance, but the integration of the two needs strengthening. The recommendations include improving the legal
framework for electoral surveillance, enhancing the independence of supervisory bodies, providing effective.
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